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THE LAND OF MYSTERY PRIVATE 

TREK I THE AWEFUL ENCOUNTER 

‑ impacted by mystery

1.  RADICAL CONTINGENCY 

This state of consciousness occurs when one experiences the mystery of death as the final reality of every life. Today the world is alive with images that com​municate this. Just a few of such images are: the threat of nuclear war; the daily news of famine, airplane hijacking, civil wars, ter​rorist bombings, and advanced medical techniques that sometimes work and sometimes don't. What​ever occasions this state, every human being has those moments in which one's own death becomes a personal reality. 

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fascina​tion. These moments are accompanied by a unique emotional tone. There is the shock and fear of realizing that death is the ab​solute, irreversible finality. There is a fear of not knowing how, when or where it will occur, just that it will. This fear and shock is accompanied by a kind of amazement that one is, in that moment, still alive -- that it is not this time. This is the fascination which compels a person to watch death occur at the same moment that one is ting​ling with one's own liveliness.

In the midst of such a moment, one decides to stand present to one's death. But more than just standing present, one decides to carry on liv​ing in and through this moment.

The residue of these events is a marked recollection of one's own mor​tality and a deeper appreciation for life. A per​son is alive in a new way to the possi​bilities, the blocks and the options that are avail​able.
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2. ABSURD EXISTENCE
This state of consciousness occurs when a human being experiences the absurdity of life and in particular one's own life. Our daily lives are full of those moments when people use expressions such as: "it's madness!," "but why would they do that?," and "nothing makes sense!" People all know those moments when the irrationality of life, the absurdity of existence, the eter​nal riddle seems to overwhelm them. Those times when one asks "why me?" and realizes that finally there is just no good reason for any of it. It is on oc​casions like this that one is overwhelmed by the mys​terious. 

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fascina​tion. At such a time one knows the deep fear of not being in charge of one's life. It is as if life is more than one can handle, as if things are just out of control, and one has been cut lose from a critical link in this world. One asks oneself, "Am I going crazy?" And yet, it is exactly in the midst of such bewilderment that a fas​cination emerges with what will come next. One is strangely willing to see what will follow. There is an aban​donment to the situation and a sense of "it doesn't mat​ter, so let's go ahead."

In these times a person decides to go on living without resolving the mys​tery. Sometimes one resolves that without knowing all the why’s and wherefore’s they can dare to partici​pate in history, in life, in this absurd existence. After such intense moments a person has a new sense of humor about life in gen​eral and especially about one's own existence. There is a new sen​sitivity to the mys​tery of the absurd.
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3. ULTIMATE REALITY 

This state of consciousness occurs when a human being experiences that all one knew or counted upon in life is somehow taken away. It is as if one no longer had a place to stand, and a thick fog had des​cended around one's world. All upon which one had depended to inform and shape one's anticipations of life is not there. The assassination of a leader or the death of a family member is frequently such a mo​ment.  Albert Camus' work, "The Stranger," is a portrayal of this reality in a per​son's life.  The movie, "On the Beach," aptly shows a situation where all the ground rules of life have been changed.  It is the same experience as when someone awakens from a deep sleep in a strange room and can​ not remember where one is.  

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fasci​nation.  A characteristic of such a time is a profound fear that perhaps reality is not the way one has always thought it to be.  One feels that per​haps everything one does is somehow wrong and that one will never belong again.  This however, is held in ten​sion with a sense of being really alive, a sense of newness ‑‑"I've never been here before" ‑‑ that seems to remove the old limits experienced in one's life.  A person feels beckoned to create the new in the midst of a world become unaccountably alien.

In the midst of this state one decides to trust what one knows about life and to keep moving.  One decides to live in the midst of this strange event rather than seek to escape.  After such a time one thinks twice before acting and feels one's way.  One realizes that being lost is not a problem and tends to develop a style for all situ​ations.  
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4.  PRIMORDIAL WONDER
This state of consciousness occurs when a human being experiences the wonder of one's own existence.  The experience of awe is not something conjured up.  It is rather where one finds oneself whenever one opens one's eyes.  Reality in general, and one's existence in particular, are simply amaz​ing.  Some people speak of being in "a cloud of awe" or "being overcome by the wonder of it all.  “The photo​graphs of the earthrise from the moon invoked such a feeling in many people around the world.  Whether it was Moses before the burning bush or some​one standing in a great temple, one often experiences these moments of transfixing wonder.

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fasci​nation.  The fear in this situation is that one just does not know what is going to happen.  One is afraid that one is the only one having such an experience.  One fears that it will never go away.  It is like being trapped forever over a wonderful but un​fathomable abyss.  The fascination is that something wonderful is happen​ing here and it is bringing a great change into one's life.  

The resolve in this state of con​sciousness is that a person decides to walk with one's being in a cloud of awe.  One decides to trust what is happening and to embrace everything that is going on.

Such an experience cannot be erased.  One is alerted to everything as sig​nificant.  One is permanently readied for such moments to recur again and again in one's life.  
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5.  INCARNATE LIVING 
This state of consciousness occurs when one experiences that one is enveloped in what seems to be a cloud of mystery that invades every corner of life and one's living.  It is as if, at every turn, a person is both doing the most ordinary of things and these mundane activities are suddenly no longer commonplace.  It is like walking into a surrealist painting by Salvador Dali while standing and watch​ing the painting.  The main char​acter in the book "Journey to Ixtlan" constantly experiences the world around him as being transformed by the Indian shaman, Don Juan.  One experi​ences oneself as a part of a world which has unexpectedly taken on an new dimension and yet one is still a part of the everyday world.  

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fasci​nation.  The fear which accompanies this state is primarily one of not knowing what to do and a fear of inun​dation.  "What will I do if this con​tinues and there is no way to get away from it?"  This fear is, how​ever, accompanied by a fascination with the wonder of it all.  There is a sense of perpetual surprise and of being able to both participate in events and of standing outside watching the partici​pation.

In the midst of this state one experi​ences oneself deciding to decide.  One is driven to settle for nothingless than the whole of reality.  

Following such times a person is able to see from many perspectives and has a new appreciation of ambiguity.  There is also a new kind of restless​ness in one's life.
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6.  UBIQUITOUS OTHERNESS
This state of consciousness occurs when one experiences the fact that one is, for all time and in all places, bound to the inescapable power of the mysterious that is present in one's life.  One realizes that there is nowhere else to go.  One is always acting on the stage and there is never the alternative of not acting.  Clas​sical Greek drama, like the story of Aeschylus, describes the ines​- capabil​ity of one's fate.  G.M. Hopkins speaks of this experience when he writes of the "hound of heaven" in one of his poems.  This is an overwhelming awareness that the mystery is every​where all the time, and there is nowhere to run and hide.

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fasci​nation.  The fear is that there will never be any let up.  One always knows what is coming and one is worn out by it.  At the same time there is a kind of fascination with the fact that life is never boring.  One is intrigued by engaging with this awesome presence in the mundanity of one's exis​tence.

No matter whether one continues to try to escape the presence of the mystery or not, one is aware of the futility of such a struggle.

One is left with the awareness that one is never alone.  
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7.  FINAL LIMITS
This state of consciousness occurs when one experiences the consciousness of the all‑pervading mystery, then one knows one is in a life and death struggle.  One knows one will lose.  Nothing one ever does or knows can compete with this omnipotence.  The mystery always wins.  The mystery al​ways wins!  In the movie "Sophie's Choice," Sophie experiences this as she sees that there is no way for her to be happy, no matter what she decides about her life.  Sartre's work, "No Exit," dramatizes this sense of being overwhelmed by omnipotence.

A dimension of this experience is the sense of awe, that is fear and fascination.  The fear in this happening is the terror of utter impotence.  It is as if the all ​‑ powerful nature of God is not an abstract attribute but a concrete fact of existence.  One knows oneself to be utterly inept.  One has always been this way and will be.  The fascination is that one can choose.  In fact, one has been choosing all along.  There is the option of surrendering to the limits or rebelling.  

One resolves in this moment to end one's striving to escape this power in one's life, one "lets go" of their self‑made obstacles to life.  One decides to re​sign oneself to this presence in one's life.

The residue of these times is a new aware​ness that one does not have to have it one's own way.  Indeed, a person becomes "the Presence" or more exactly, "the Pre​sence become one's presence".
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8.  TOTAL EXPOSURE
This state of consciousness occurs when a human being experiences that all of life is already known.  One senses that the deepest hidden places of one's life are exposed, the best kept secrets are laid bare and things never spoken of are now spoken.  It is as if a voice were saying, "all is known."  The exposure of the Nazi concentration camps to the German people shortly after World War II occasioned this state of consciousness in the people taken to see the camps.  It is like the first time a parent dis​covers that their children know their weaknesses.

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fascina​tion.  The fear that accompanies this state is that so much that is unacceptable is now known.  All that one has conspired one's whole life to cover up is now exposed.  At the same time there is the fascination that every human being's secrets are equal​ly known.  It is no longer necessary to contrive to conceal the unspeakable.  It is as if a burden is lifted and "at last it's out."

The decision in this state is that one has nothing else to offer.  One cannot claim even one's own deeds.  One's con​science is not one's own.

After such a time one knows that there are no secrets.  One can confront the dark​est parts of oneself.  The task of really living one's actual life finally begins.
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9.  VIBRANT POWERS
This state of consciousness occurs when one experience a sudden burst of power that seems beyond one's own physical and mental capabilities.  One senses that one's own capacity to decide and act is augmented in a way that one does not understand.  One's abilities seem to come from outside of oneself.  In the movie, "Flashdance," when the dancer appears before the judges she seems to dance as she has never danced before.  In the first of the "Rocky" films the boxer stands at the top of a flight of steps, looks over the city and knows him​self filled with a new kind of power.  D. H. Lawrence writes of being like a "tiger bursting into sunlight." It is an expe​rience of being intensely alive and sudden​ly filled with a new vitality and vibrant power.

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fascination.  At such times one fears one is somehow being possessed by a power beyond oneself.  One fear one is losing control of one's life and wonders how long this will last.  At the same time there is fascination.  One has never experienced oneself doing so much so well before.  Everything seems to be adding to one's abilities.  One wonders what it would mean to live one's whole life in this state.

When this occurs, one abandons oneself to this power.  One wills to be filled with this energy.

After such a time one experiences a new confidence.  One is willing to risk moments of "being possessed" again.  One feels ready for anything life might bring.
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10.  TRANSFORMED EXISTENCE
This state of consciousness occurs when one experiences oneself in the same mundane world as before but one that is strangely transformed.  It is as if one's perspective had been radically transposed and this had happened without any participation on one's part. The musical, "My Fair Lady," has two songs that are sung on such oc​casions by characters in the play.  One is "I Could Have Danced All Night," and the other is "On the Street Where You Live."  One person spoke of standing in a European cathedral and suddenly seeing the people who had worked for hundreds of years to create it.  It was as if they were still working and were all around as they stood in the midst of the great build​ing.  Many people mention an experience like waking up on a beautiful summer morning and ex​periencing all of their surroundings strangely made new.

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fascination.  The fear one experiences at such times is this will not last.  There is a sense of the fragility of this moment.  One senses one's own ineffectiveness in the tenuous​ness of reality.  One is also fascinated with the enchantment, the sublimeness of this transposed world.  One senses that this new existence was there all along and has just now been revealed to them.

One decides to accept this transformation of one's world.  One sets off on the jour​ney of exploration through this new real​ity.  

After such a time there is a new sense of urgency, almost of being driven. One seeks someone with whom one can share this hap​pening.
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11.  SECOND BIRTH
This state of consciousness occurs when one experiences that one's own most per​sonal life and self‑understanding have undergone a metamorphosis.  This transfor​mation happens without one willing it.  One knows that one was once one thing and now is something else.  This has sometimes been called a second birth.  D. H. Lawrence writes about this experience in the poem, "New Heaven and New Earth," in which he comes upon the "other world."  The popular song "Clouds" also speaks of such an oc​casion.

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fascination.  When this happens one experiences a deep fear that life is more than one can con​stantly life with.  However, in the midst of such fears there is fascination with the possibilities that are now open.  There is a sense that there is nothing one can not do and that one is responsible for all of time and space.

In this state of being one decides to play the part.  One assumes this transformed life as one's own to live and to create.  A decision is also made to find ways to symbolize this newly transformed life.

After these occasions one has a new ap​preciation of the frailty of life's roles.  One somehow knows that one can never go back to the way it was.  One can create or destroy this fragile new creation of a transformed life.
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12.  DYNAMIC SELFHOOD
This state of consciousness occurs when one experiences the reality that one’s life is changing at every moment.  One is perpetually new and ceaselessly evolving.  One does not consciously choose this to happen.  One experiences rather that one's life is forever surprising.  This occurs in the movie, "Auntie Mame."  The main character says, "Life is a banquet and most poor suckers are starv​ing to death."  One experiences that one's life is an endless celebration.  One seems to be forever in the midst of being renewed, for better or worse.  In the movie, "Zorba The Greek," Zorba watches as his special project, which was designed to make him rich, collapses all around him.  His immediate reaction is to dance, to celebrate this catastro​phe as indeed a great moment in his life.

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fascination.  The fear in this state is that one may wake up, that it may be like waking up from a dream.  One fears being always out of step with the rest of the world.  One just cannot handle these situations which one alone sees.  It is as if one will never have a home again.  And yet, one is as fascinated with this new reality as one would be with a new land.  This is the beginning -- the first day of the rest of one's life.  There is joy.  One desires to find other people with whom to share this experience of discovering the new in life.

Each new universe is a fantastic feast in which one is invited to partake.  A person decides to accept the burden of the invita​tion.  

After such a moment one knows that joy is always there even if one does not see it.  One feels one can never again take oneself too seriously.




OBJECTIVE 

and life is endless 

PRONOUNCEMENT  
celebration 

TITLES


everybody's 

you and me

banquet 
TITLES 


I am 

myself and I  

perpetually new 

SUBJECTIVE 

and I'm having the 

DECLARATION  

the time of my life 

REFLECTIVE  

the reality 

subject 


of change 

REFLECTIVE

dynamic 

concept  

selfhood 

AFFECTIVE 

forever 

a sense of 

surprised 

AFFECTIVE

ceaselessly 

like being  

evolving 

ANALOGY

watching a 

it's like 


pinwheel explode 




LAND OF MYSTERY

TREK IV THE INFINITE PASSION 

‑ seduced by mystery

13.  ESSENTIAL DUBIETY
This state of consciousness occurs when one experiences the possibility that one may be the victim of a great cosmic cha​rade.  One's life is a joke.  One is thrown into self‑doubt even in moments, or perhaps especially in moments, of great victory.  It can't be true!  In "The Magus," some​thing like this happens when the main char​acter realizes that he is not the main character.  Or it is like the experience of discovering at the age of 25 that one is an adopted child, or when a young child realizes that their parents have betrayed them.  One is haunted by the possibility that one's life may be the most painful tragic/comedy ever created.  

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fascination.  One fears that one's existence is itself illegitimate.  One is the jackass of his​tory.  Somehow one is always missing some clue to what is really going on.  The fas​cination is that existence itself seems to be laughing at one.  One does not know why but one finds oneself joining in the joke.  

The decision is to resist dying of shame.  One decides to stand before what is hap​pening.  One chooses not escape.  

After this time there is no longer the possibility of believing that things are just going to get better and better.  One has a strange sense of selfhood as one knows that there is nothing to lean on for support.
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14.  CRYPTIC DISCLOSURE
This state of consciousness occurs when one experiences the mystery as always ab​sent.  Where there should be meaning there is only silence.  No matter how hard one seeks the final reality of life one can never approach it.  One feels one has fin​ally been left out and cut off.  One has been denied a clear perception of the sig​nificance of ones life.  It is as if one is being called and yet not allowed to approach, a demand placed without a way to respond.  One experiences the life one has created ‑‑all that one loves and cares about‑‑ is saying no to one, reject​ing one and denying one's presence.  In the movie, "Ordinary People," a mother experi​ences that all she loves, trusts and de​pends on in her family life is re​jecting her and turning their backs to her.  W. B. Yeats wrote of this in his poem "The Second Coming," with the lines "Things fall apart; the center cannot hold; Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world."

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fascination.  The fear in this state is that one's whole life is meaningless.  One  will never un​derstand what is happening to them.  And yet there is a deep fascination in having continued to have life.  This state comes as unwanted but wanted, resented yet de​sired.  One cannot live with it and one cannot live without it.

The decision one makes is to be who one is.  One knows this great silence in

one's life is the current manifestation of the mystery.  This experience is part of whom one decides to be.  

One is left with a sense that nothing worse could happen and yet has come through.
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15.  TRANSCENDENT IMMINENCE
This state of consciousness occurs when one experiences what one has known all one's life: that one has an indefinite longing that will never go away.  This is the first clue that one is in love with the mystery.  John of the Cross describes this as being like a hound wandering the night streets looking for its master.  This indefinite longing has no object as its focus.  One is perpetually a refugee, seeking one's home.  Yet, one knows it can not be found nor can the search cease.  One will die with this selfsame homesick​ness, this isolation and this sense of deprivation.

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fascination.  In this state one fears being inescapably helpless. This helplessness seems as if it will go on forever.  One doubts that one will be able to function without any kind of guide.  One is afraid this amazing consciousness will go unrecorded.  It will be soon forgotten. One's existence will make no difference to life.  At the same time one is fascinated.  This consciousness is forever.  One's life is one's own.  One is one's own guide.  One's choices make a difference in the quality of living.  The dignity of one's life is found in the midst of one's search for one's home.

The decision that a human being makes in the midst of this state is to continue the search.  

After this happening loneliness becomes one's companion, and eventually one's  friend.  One is also impelled to continue the search.  The journey becomes a crucial aspect of one's life.
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‑ seduced by mystery

16.  SINGULAR ADORATION
This state of consciousness occurs when one experiences a burning desire for the presence of the mystery.  It's as though life is one occasion after another of being overwhelmed.  One surrenders completely to the core of existence.  All other de​mands for one's affection are now secon​dary.  The old song "I don't know why I love you like I do" points to this experi​ence.  One becomes aware that the object of one's affection is not subject to one's conditions for love.  These terms are ren​dered impotent.  St. Teresa of Avila's motto "God alone is sufficient" embodies this state.  One indeed loves the mystery alone.

A dimension of this experience is a sense of awe, that is fear and fascination.  The fear in this state is that one does not know where this is leading.  There is a kind of estrangement from the world.  One is simply detached from the things around one.  And yet one experiences fas​cination with this boundless passion within oneself.  Life is simply fantastic.  One is startled by the depth of the wonder and awe that surrounds one.

The decision made by one in this state is to abandon one's own will to the

mystery.  

After such a moment there is deep long​ing to maintain this state of being.  One is alive in a new way to life's possibilities and options.
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